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.PPT 1 …

It’s good to be together this morning.  In JOHN 20:21 John tells us about the gift of peace Jesus gives to His disciples.  We talked about this last week and how that in the economy of life and faith, peace is always on the scales with fear … and that as fear increases, peace decreases.  But that as peace increases, fear decreases.  And so it’s with peace, purpose, and healing, that all those who love God and who are living in relationship with Him and who are in unity with His voice are sent out.  Jesus Christ, the One “sent from heaven to earth” by the will of God the Father (cf., JOHN 3:17), now becomes the Sender.

.PPT 2 … JOHN 20:21 | MARK 16:15 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”

15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel  [good news] to all creation.” [emphasis added]

And sent out where?  In MARK 16:15, the Apostle Mark tells us where Jesus told His disciples to go 2,000 years ago, and where He tells His disciples here and now today, where we’re to go … “into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”

Gang, Jesus Christ has a plan … and it’s that all of those who have asked Him to be their Savior, who call themselves His disciples … He sends us out into the world to share the gospel, the good news, the story of Who He is and what His plans are for people, with the people who come across our paths.  And so I ask you … how are you doing at taking Jesus up on this commandment?  Because let’s not kid ourselves.  He isn’t making a suggestion here.  Nor is what He’s saying to be taken as a guideline.  It’s a commandment.  So how are you doing?

This commandment, or as it’s often called by Christians today, this GREAT Commission that Jesus gives here to all His followers, is the only true way to judge the quality of the life, the ministry, and the mission of those who come in His name.  Think with me for a minute about 2nd Street’s Mission statement …

.PPT 3 …
2nd Street Community Church – Becoming More Like Jesus Christ

By Loving God, Loving People, And Serving Our World.

How do we “become more like Jesus Christ”?  How does this actually happen?  By moving into greater and greater obedience to what God tells us to do.  This Fall those of us who call 2nd Street “home” are going to do a church-wide spiritual growth study.  We say that this is our Mission.  But how is it actually playing out in our individual lives?  Are we doing this?  This is the kind of important question that every follower of Jesus Christ shouldn’t be afraid to ask and seek honest answers to.

And so, to help us find out the truth about this important question, we will be given the opportunity, and encouraged to fill out a questionnaire … answering some basic questions about how we see ourselves growing, and deepening in our faith in Jesus Christ, how we see our obedience to His commandments maturing … how we’re changing so that we’re actually becoming more like Jesus Christ … so that, as you’ve heard me say so many times, so that Jesus Christ’s thoughts are becoming our thoughts, so that His words are becoming our words, so that His priorities are becoming our priorities, and so that His actions are becoming our actions.  Because unless we’re taking on more and more of the character of Jesus Christ, there’s no way we’ll be equipped to consistently and intentionally live in the will of God.  No way.  It’s like 1 + 1 = 2.  It’s simple math.  One can’t happen without the other.  Ever.

.PPT 4 … JOHN 20:22 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”

All three persons of the Triunity, are involved in this commissioning.  God the Father sent the Son, Jesus Christ into the world, and Jesus Christ sends His disciples out into the world; equipping them with the Holy Spirit.  Do you see it?  

When we read in v. 22 that Jesus “breathed on” His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit,” I hear His words as a foretaste of what would happen when the Holy Spirit was given at Pentecost, as recorded in ACTS 2.  This doesn’t mean that the Holy Spirit had no presence in the disciples' lives prior to this point, but in forty days, Jesus Christ is going to tell these same people, as recorded in ACTS 1:15, to stick around in Jerusalem because they needed to wait for the filling of the Holy Spirit.

So did they receive the Holy Spirit twice?  I don’t think so.  I think that Jesus’ words here in v. 22 are highly symbolic.  The Greek word “Spirit” is pneuma, meaning air.  In other words, I see Jesus’ breathing on His disciples as a sort of prophetic word picture of the Holy Spirit coming upon them.  It could be that Jesus is trying to get the point across to them visually and verbally that if they’re going to be sent out as His witnesses, they’re going to need to experience the power of the Holy Spirit.  In fact, that’s what Jesus says right before ascending back to His Father in Heaven.

.PPT 5 … ACTS 1:8 (NEW ENGLISH TRANSLATION)

8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and [then] you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the farthest parts of the earth.” [emphasis added]
And I see a FAITH LESSON for us here …

.PPT 6 … FAITH LESSON …

We will not be successful in living out the lives and ministries God calls us to without experiencing the infilling of His Holy Spirit.  Don't be afraid of the Holy Spirit.  He's God's source of power in our lives.

I love what pastor-teacher Chuck Smith writes about this in his book Living Water …

.PPT 7 …
“The church exists as a result of the Holy Spirit; it was He who gave birth to the body of Christ on the day of Pentecost when He was poured out upon the disciples.  Since that day, the Spirit has been at work in the church in a multitude of vital and mighty ways.  Without the Spirit, the church would be nothing more than a social club or a service organization.  But when the Spirit is given His proper place, it becomes a dynamic force of change in a sick and dying world.” (p. 59)

.PPT 8 … JOHN 20:22 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”

The only other time we read in God’s WORD that God breathed His breath into someone was when God created Adam.  GENESIS 2:7 says that when God breathed into Adam’s nostrils Adam became a living being.  It’s the breath of God that gives us life.  And I believe that when Jesus Christ breathed onto His ten precious disciples that night, that like Adam becoming a human being after God breathed His breath into him, that it was at the moment when Jesus breathed His breath onto His disciples that they were born again.  Remember the conversation Jesus had with Nicodemus in JOHN 3?  I believe that the prophetic words Jesus spoke that day, three years earlier, came to pass in the Upper Room that night.

.PPT 9-10-11 … JOHN 3:1-8 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

1 After dark, a Jewish religious leader named Nicodemus, a Pharisee, 

2 came to speak with Jesus.  “Teacher,” he said, “we all know that God has sent You to teach us.  Your miraculous signs are proof enough that God is with You.”

3 Jesus replied, “I assure you, unless you are born again, you can never see the Kingdom of God.”

4 “What do You mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus.  “How can an old man go back into his mother's womb and be born again?”

5 Jesus replied, “The truth is, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit.

6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives new life from heaven. 

7 So don't be surprised at My statement that you must be born again. 

8 Just as you can hear the wind but can't tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can't explain how people are born of the Spirit.” [emphasis added]

Even though the disciples had left their businesses and their families, and left their security and their homes to follow Jesus Christ for the past three years … during which time they were taught by Him, and ministered in His name … they hadn’t been born again yet.  Why?  Because being born again wasn’t possible until after Jesus died on the cross and was raised again in the resurrection … and nobody can become born again unless they believe that Jesus Christ rose from the dead.  Here’s what the Apostle Paul taught about this in ROMANS 10 …

.PPT 12 … ROMANS 10:9 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

9 If you use your mouth to say, “Jesus is Lord,” and if you believe in your heart that God raised Jesus from the dead, you will be saved.

Before Jesus was resurrected from the dead, His disciples believed that Jesus was Lord.  But since He hadn’t been resurrected yet, they might have believed in their heads that He could be, but now they knew in their hearts that He had been.  Big difference.  And now that they believed in His resurrection, Jesus Christ breathed onto them, they received the Holy Spirit and they were born again.

People are often confused about this what it means to receive the Holy Spirit.  But we don’t need to be confused, because God’s WORD describes to us in clear and simple terms that there are three different relationships that the Holy Spirit has with us as followers of Jesus Christ.  And these three different relationships are described using three different Greek prepositions …

.PPT 13 …
para, meaning with               en, meaning in               epi, meaning upon
When we studied JOHN 14:10-24 on Sunday, 7 December, 2008, we found that it was there that Jesus offered His disciples some instruction about His Holy Spirit …

.PPT 14 … JOHN 14:17 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

17 The Spirit of truth [another name for the Holy Spirit], whom the world [people who are not in a relationship with Jesus Christ] cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him.  But you know Him because He abides with [para] you and will be in [en] you. [emphasis added]

For the past three years, the Holy Spirit was with the disciples - walking next to them, drawing them into a life-changing relationship with Jesus Christ.  And what was true then is true now.  If you’re a follower of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit used to be para you - He was with you, next to you, convicting you of sin, and drawing you into a relationship with Jesus Christ.

But then when we believed that Jesus Christ died and rose again to forgive our sins, God’s Holy Spirit came en us - inside of us.  And like God breathed into Adam in the Garden of Eden and he became a living being, when we surrender to God and come into a relationship of dependent trust with Him, God breathes on us, the Holy Spirit comes to live inside of our hearts (cf., SECOND CORINTHIANS 1:22) and we’re born again.  Here’s how the Apostle Paul writes about this in EPHESIANS 1:13 …

.PPT 15 … EPHESIANS 1:13 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

13 … When you heard the true teaching – the Good News about your salvation – you believed in Jesus Christ.  And in Christ, God put His special mark of ownership on you by giving you the Holy Spirit Whom He had promised.

.PPT 16 …
para, meaning with               en, meaning in               epi, meaning upon
But this third word used to describe our relationship with God’s Holy Spirit, epi, was what happened to the disciples in ACTS 2 and it’s what happens to us, when in an act of deeper surrender, or sanctification, we come to God and say, “God, You’ve had a lot of me, but now I want you to have all of me.”  And when that happens, God’s Holy Spirit is no longer just para us [with us], and no longer just en us [in us], but God’s Holy Spirit is epi us, because it’s then that the Holy Spirit comes upon us, and fills us.

Maybe you’ve been in a para or an en relationship with the Holy Spirit, but you’ve never experienced an epi relationship with Him.  Well, you’ll have the opportunity to take this next step in your spiritual maturity with God at the end of our service this morning.  As I said a moment ago, taking this step is about surrender.  It’s about saying, “God I love you and I want to experience more of Your holiness, a deeper intimacy of Your presence and Your voice, and more of your power.”

.PPT 17 … JOHN 20:23 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

23 “If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained.”

It’s easy when reading this verse, to think that Jesus is giving His followers the authority to forgive sin.  But the Pharisees didn’t always have everything wrong.  Because in LUKE 5:21 they got it right when they said, “No one can forgive sins, but God alone.”  Gang, here’s what Jesus is literally saying in this verse …

.PPT 18 … 

“Those whose sins you forgive have already been forgiven; and those whose sins you do not forgive have not been forgiven.”  Or … “As followers of Jesus Christ, we have the authority to proclaim that someone's sin is forgiven or not forgiven.”

Let me give you an example of what I hear Jesus saying here, from my own life as a pastor-teacher … I often find myself in counseling situations where the person sharing their heart with me is so defeated in their life that they’re questioning whether they’ve really been born again.  You know what I’m talking about.  And in that situation I often ask them Who they believe Jesus Christ is.  And I ask them about what they believed when they prayed to receive Jesus Christ into their lives.  And then I can then usually assure them with what Jesus Christ is saying here, by saying …

“You’ve been born again.  Your sins have been forgiven and forgotten by God.  You can walk in victory and go in peace.”

But, on the other hand, in this verse Jesus is also giving us as His followers, the authority to retain someone's sins.  And here’s what I hear Jesus meaning when He says these words … I've had people say to me, “I hear what you’re saying about Jesus, but I'm a good person, so I’ll go to heaven.  I've got my own religion.  I don't need to believe in Jesus as the only way to God.”  And if someone says that to you or to me, then we have the authority to say back to them with honesty, love, and compassion …

“You do have the right to believe and practice whatever you want.  God has given you a free will.  But if you make the choice to reject Jesus Christ, then you’re sins haven’t been forgiven.  And unless you change your mind and come into a redemptive relationship with Jesus Christ, you will spend life and eternity separated from God.”

And I see a FAITH LESSON for us here what Jesus is calling us to …

.PPT 19 … FAITH LESSON …

God graciously, compassionately, and completely offers His forgiveness when we come to Him in confession and repentance.  So as His followers, let’s be willing to let God’s forgiveness flow through us to others.

Again, like the Pharisees said in LUKE 5:21 “No one can forgive sins, but God alone.”  But it’s God's desire that you and I tell people that God is willing to forgive them, if they’ll only ask Him to.  And we need to learn how to explain this part of the God-story to other people if we want the Holy Spirit to speak through us as we surrender to Jesus’ commandment that we’re sent out in His name, and commanded to tell others about the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

And so how do we do this?  We begin by simply memorizing FIRST JOHN 1:9, and then sharing it’s truth with people … telling them how we know it’s true from our own lives.  Just begin by sharing this verse with people when you’re nudged by God’s Holy Spirit to do so …

.PPT 20 … FIRST JOHN 1:9 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

9 If we confess our sins [to God], He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

[emphasis added]

.PPT 21 … JOHN 20:24 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.

For some reason, the disciple named Thomas wasn’t at this Sunday evening meeting.  Why wasn’t Thomas there?  The Bible doesn’t say, so I’m not sure.  But I do know that different people deal with tragedy in different ways.  Some folks pull toward the people they love and who love them.  And others pull away.

I did a thorough look into the life, ministry, and martyrdom of Thomas on Sunday, 30 November 2008, when we were studying JOHN 14:4-9.  And so if you want to know a lot more about this amazing disciple, you can get that CD, or listen to it, or download the notes or an MP3 of it off the 2nd Street website (www.2ndstreet.org).

But here’s what’s on my heart for us this morning regarding the fact that, for whatever reason, Thomas wasn’t with the other disciples on that first Easter night, and therefore missed out on the radical blessing of meeting the Lord when He showed up in their midst.  And I really need you to hear me when I say this … and my words aren’t coming from bitterness, or ego, or with condemnation.  They’re just coming from a heart of compassion … from a shepherd for his sheep …

It saddens me that, even though the Lord has promised to show up when we gather together in His name, that there are always Thomases who find a reason to stay away.  I get it that people need vacations, and that we’re all under the weather once in a while.  But what breaks my heart is knowing that on any given Sunday there are people who make the choice to not gather together to worship God with one another because they want to sleep in, because there’s a sporting event on TV, because their sports or the sports of their kids are more important, because they just want to stay home and veg out, or because they want to watch Christian Television like TBN.

.PPT 22 … HEBREWS 10:24-25 (CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH VERSION)

24 We should keep on encouraging each other to be thoughtful and to do helpful things.

25 Some people have gotten out of the habit of meeting for worship, but we must not do that.  We should keep on encouraging [urging and admonishing] each other, especially since you know that the day of the Lord’s coming is getting closer. [emphasis added]

Here’s what Bible teacher Warren Wiersbe writes about this passage in JOHN 20 …

.PPT 23 …
“Thomas is a good warning to all of us not to miss meeting with God’s people on the Lord’s Day.  Because Thomas was not there, he missed seeing Jesus Christ, hearing His words of peace, and receiving His commission and gift of spiritual life.  He had to endure a week of fear and unbelief when he could have been experiencing joy and peace!  Remember Thomas when you are tempted to stay home from church.  You never know what special blessing you might miss!”

If you're not usually here on Sunday mornings, or if you’re not part of a Community Group, or active in men’s or women’s ministries, I’m not condemning you.  But as your pastor, your shepherd, and your teacher, I do want to stimulate, encourage, admonish, and urge you - to develop the habit of meeting together for worship.  I've never come to church at 2nd Street when the Lord didn't meet us here.  Not once.  And to me, that's a radical appointment that shouldn't be bypassed because of a TV show, a ball game, or because I didn’t go to bed earlier enough on Saturday night to be able to get up and be together with other followers of Jesus on Sunday morning.

.PPT 24 … JOHN 20:24-25 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.

25 So the other disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!”  But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”

I bet that if Thomas had been there when Jesus showed up, when the other disciples  were born again, when the Holy Spirit was breathed onto them, that he wouldn’t have been doubting his faith now, when the rest of the disciples were at an all-time high in terms of faith and courage.  Something powerful happens when we worship together, something that equips us to walk by “faith, not by sight” (cf., SECOND CORINTHIANS 5:7), and say with King Jehoshaphat “Even though we don’t know what to do, we will keep our eyes on God.” (cf., SECOND CHRONICLES 20:12).

.PPT 25-26 … JOHN 20:26-29 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

26 After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them.  Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.”

27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.”

28 Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”

29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.”

Because the starting day was also included in counting the number of days, it was eight days later that Jesus came again.  He rose from the dead on Easter, and eight day later He’s back, and Thomas is clearly struggling with belief.  But Jesus speaks lovingly to Thomas and tells him in v. 27 “Do not be unbelieving, but believing.”  And after Jesus says this, Thomas proclaims, “My Lord and my God!”  Both Lord and God were titles of deity, and Thomas boldly and explicitly gives Jesus these titles.

Here’s what C. S. Lewis, the great British Christian author, and professor at Oxford, and then later at Cambridge, wrote about this in his book Mere Christianity …

.PPT 27 …
“A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher.  He would either be a lunatic, on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg, or else he would be the Devil of Hell.  You must make your choice.  Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse.  You can shut Him up for a fool; you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or, you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.  But let us not come up with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher.  He has not left that open to us.  He did not intend to.”

What a triumphant way to move toward the end of The Gospel of John.  And what a special blessing Jesus gives to those of us gathered here together for worship this morning.  Because His final words in v. 29 are for us, you know?  We are the ones who “did not see Him” with our own eyes and yet, who have made the choice, stepped over the line, taken the leap of faith, and like Thomas, believed in Jesus Christ as our Lord and our God.  For three years now the disciples have traveled with Jesus and seen Him triumph over sickness, over sin, over evil people, over religious spirits, and even over death and sorrow; and now Jesus confronts and conquers unbelief.  And I see a FAITH LESSON for us here …

.PPT 28 … FAITH LESSON …

Thomas is a great example more than a bad example.  He refused to say he understood when he didn’t, and he refused to pretend to believe when he didn’t.  And when he did understand and believe, Thomas proclaimed with passion that Jesus was his “Lord and God.”

Don’t be ashamed of doubts.  Bring them to Jesus.  Don’t be crippled by unbelief.  Bring them to Jesus.  He can take it and we can grow and mature through them.
Kind of a sidelight here … You know, some Christians will give you a hard time about meeting on Sunday instead of on Saturday, which is the original Jewish Sabbath. They say that God commands His followers to gather for worship on Sabbath, or Saturday.  But I see at least three problems with this argument …

.PPT 29 …
1. First, the disciples gathered together on the first Easter evening

(acts 20:7; first corinthians 16:2), and it was clearly a Sunday.

2. SECOND, Sabbath was given to the Jews (EXODUS 31:16-17), not to the church of Jesus Christ.

3. THIRD, the day we worship doesn't matter (ROMANS 14:5-6; COLOSSIANS 1:16-17).  God wants our hearts and minds, which are calendarless.

So, if there are Christians out there who want to worship on the Saturday Jewish Sabbath, that's great, more power to them.  Yippee Ki Yay!  But friends, don't let anyone judge you for gathering together with Christian believers on Sunday because I can guarantee you that Jesus certainly doesn’t.

.PPT 30 … JOHN 20:30-31 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book;

31 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.

Christian author Ken Boa writes these words about what the Apostle John says here in the final two verses of JOHN 20 in his book Talk Thru The New Testament …

.PPT 31 …
“Only about 50 days of Jesus' ministry are touched upon in the Gospels.  Jesus' minimum term of ministry equaled three years, or roughly 1,100 days.  That means 0.046 percent, or slightly less than half of one percent of the days that Jesus was actively ministering are actually recorded in the Gospels.  Imagine all of the teaching, the conversations, and the ministry that we never heard about?”

John is telling us here that he didn't write down every word Jesus said, that he didn’t record every step Jesus took, and that he didn’t explain every miracle Jesus performed.  But he says in v. 31 that he wrote this fourth Gospel with a very specific purpose … so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.

ILLLUSTRATION … When Elizabeth Barrett became the wife of Robert Browning, her parents disowned her because they disapproved of the marriage.  Elizabeth, however, wrote to them almost every week, telling them that she loved them and longed for reconciliation.  After nearly ten years she received a huge box in the mail that contained every one of the notes she’d sent.  Not even one had been opened!

How sad to think although these “love letters” have become an invaluable part of classical English literature, that they were never read by Elizabeth’s parents.  If they’d looked at just one, the broken relationship with their daughter might have been mended.
Gang, God has written a love letter to us.  In fact, He’s written sixty-six of them.  And they’re all bound together in the Bible.  And if we’ll take the time to read, study, meditate on, and soak in God’s love letter for us, then we’ll come to the place where we’ll allow God’s Words to melt our hearts.

Jesus Christ is the Messiah and the Savior.  Like Thomas said, He’s our “Lord and our God.”  He’s made it possible for us to come into relationship with God by paying the penalty for our sins with His own death on the cross.  And by confessing our sins, and believing in Him, our sins are forgiven and we’ll spend eternity with Him.  The Apostle Paul says in SECOND CORINTHIANS 6:2 that “Today is the day of salvation.”  Have you surrendered your heart to Jesus?  Or perhaps it’s your day to take that step of deeper surrender, of sanctification, to set your life wholly apart for God, and invite His Holy Spirit to come upon you.  Let’s pray.

.PPT 32 … NEXT SUNDAY … WE WILL FINISH UP OUR 2+ YEAR STUDY

       OF THE GOSPEL OF JOHN BY STUDYING JOHN 21.

PAGE  
2

